
	

LING 432/830         
Worksheet 2   Name:          
 
Transitivizers and vowel changes 
 
We saw that different suffixes that can attach to the same root lem- and that can 

change the sounds of the root. Recall lemut and lumnuhw.  This worksheet 
includes some more examples of roots that have these suffixes, which are 
often referred to as “transitivizing” suffixes. There are a number of 
transitivizing suffixes, but this worksheet will just focus on the two that we 
looked at last time: control transitive and non-control transitive. All examples 
are taken from the Hul’q’umi’num’ to English dictionary.  

 
Each pair of words show some patterns regarding vowel changes. There are two 

basic kinds of changes or alternations: 
 
1) alternations of full vowels vs. schwa  
2) presence or absence of schwa (u ~ ø) 
 
Linguistic notes:  
 
An alternation is when one word has one sound in a suffix or root, and a different 

sound is found in another word. The following word pair has the root lem, with 
an alternation between e and u.  

 
(1) lemut    look at 

lumnuhw    see 
 
Q: What are the two ways to pronounce the root?       
 
Q: What is the difference between them?        
 
The symbol ~ is often used as short hand for the phrase “alternates with”. So, we 

can say:      
• e alternates with u   

 or  • e ~ u 
 
The presence or absence of schwa in the control transitivizer can be seen if we 

compare the first word in (1) with the first word in (2).  
 
(2) tsuluw’t    turn it over. 

tsuluw’nuhw   turn it over (manage to). 



	

 
Q: What are the two ways to pronounce the control transitivizer?     
 
Q: What is the difference between them?         
 
 
When trying to describe these changes, it is useful to focus on just the sound that 

is affected, as either present (u) or absent (ø). The null symbol ø is used 
when something is absent.   

 
So, we say this is an alternation where u ~ ø.  
 
Q: Provide the full phrase:            
  
The goal of the exercise is to figure out the patterns and see if it is possible to 

categorize those patterns in terms of the sounds in the word [phonology]. 
Some patterns cannot be understood in terms of the sounds and simply need 
to be memorized.   

 
Organize the slips of paper that have the word pairs on them into patterns, 

according to whether the alternation is one where there is a change in vowel 
quality or the presence or absence of schwa. We will discuss the patterns and 
fill in the rest of the worksheet together. 

 
Q: What is the first vowel in all the non-control transitivizers?     
 
Let’s talk about a way to discuss root shape and then see how that is relevant in 

terms of describing the alternations.  
 
Q: What terms are useful for referring to root shape?      
 
               
 
Q: What classes of sounds are relevant to describing different root shapes?  
 
               
 
Q: Anything else that might be useful?         
 
               
 
 



	

Q: What root shapes stay the same with both transitivizers?     
  

               
 
Q: What root shapes show a vowel change with the non-control transitiver? 
 
               
 
Q: What alternations are there in the root?        
 
 
Q: What root shapes change with the non-control transitivizer? 
 
               
 
Q: What root shapes take the –t shape of the control transitivizer? 
 
               
 
Q: Why is the following word pair puzzling?  
 
pkw’ut    dust it, make dust (dust, flour). 
pkw’nehw   dust it, make dust accidentally (dust, flour). 
 
               
 
Now let’s look at what conditions we get =nehw vs. =nuhw vs. =nhw.  
 
Q: What root shapes take the –nhw shape of the non-control transitivizer? 
 
               
 
Q: What root shapes take =nehw?          
 
 
Q: Is there anything about the stress pattern that relates to when the non-control 

transitive is pronounced as =nehw? 
 
               
 
 
 



	

Q: Why is the following word pair puzzling? 
 
 tqut    tell off 

tuqnuhw  feel bad about 
 
               
 
Q: Is the meaning of the second word what you might expect with the non-

control? 
 
               
 
Q: Did you find anything else about the patterns that you want to share? 
 
               
 
Let’s see if we can create a chart to summarize the findings, based on root shape. 
 
Summary chart: 
 
 
 
 


