
How to make Progressives 
 
CV Reduplication 
 
t’ilum  ‘sing’     teem’   ‘call, holler’   
t’it’ulum’ ‘singing’    tuteem’  ‘calling, hollering’ 
 
lhakw’ ‘fly’     t’a’t’  ‘pull it apart’  
lhalhukw’ ‘flying’    t’ut’a’t ‘pulling it apart’ 
 
Reduplication applies to roots, not prefixes 
(hw = prefix)      (no prefix)    
 
hwp’atl’ust ‘feel his/her face’  hwihwul   ‘come forward’ 
hwp’ap’utl’ust ‘feeling his/her face’  hwihwuhwul’ ‘coming forward’ 
      
Resonant Glottalization 
 
punut  ‘bury it’    lemut     ‘look at him/her/it’ 
pupun’ut ‘burying it’    le’lum’ut ‘looking at him/her/it’ 
 
t’itsum ‘swim’    qulquluthun  ‘dream’ 
t’it’utsum’ ‘swimming’    qul’qul’uthun’ ‘dreaming’ 
 
Inserting Glottal Stop (’unuhw)  
 
’ewu  ‘come here’    hekw’  ‘remember’ 
’e’wu  ‘coming here’   he’kw’ ‘remembering’ 
 
’itut  ‘sleep’    hetth’um ‘breathe’ 
’i’tut  ‘sleeping’    he’tth’um’ ‘breathing’ 
 
Vowel strengthens   
(schwa /u/ to full vowel /a/ /e/ /i/ ) 
 
ts’ut’qw’t ‘grind it’    ’ulhtun  ‘eat’  
ts’at’qw’t ‘grinding it’    ’i’lhtun’  ‘eating’ 
 
ch’ukwx ‘fry’     xults’thut ‘turn around’ 
ch’ekwx ‘frying’    xal’ts’thut ‘turning around’ 
 

(full vowel is lengthened ) 
 
’amust ‘give it to him/her’   huw’a’lum’ ‘play’ 
’aam’ust ‘giving it to him/her’  hiiw’a’lum’ ‘playing’ 



 
Name the difference(s) between the plain and progressive: 
 
(1) lhew’   ‘flee’    

lhelhuw’  ‘fleeing’ 
 
(2) ts’uy’hwt  ‘dry it’ 

ts’ey’hwt  ‘drying it’ 
 
(3) hikwut  ‘rock (a baby)’ 

hi’kwut  ‘rocking’ 
 

(4) p’etl’ut  ‘feel it’ 
 p’ep’utl’ut  ‘feeling it’ 
 
(5) kwintul  ‘fight’ 

kwikwun’tul’ ‘fighting’ 
 
(6) wensh   ‘throw’ 
 we’wun’sh  ‘throwing’ 
 
(7) mul-hwt  ‘rub oil on it’ 
 mel’hwt  ‘rubbing oil on it’ 
 
(8) ’ushul   ‘paddle’ 
 ’i’shul’  ‘paddling’ 
 
 
Spotting Progressives: 
 
Which one of these is progressive? How do you tell? 
 
(1)  a.  ’i’xut  b.  ’ixut   ‘scrape/scraping’ 
 
(2) a.   t’e’t  b.  t’ut’e’t   ‘try/trying’ 
 
(3) a. lhumts’t  b. lhem’ts’t   ‘pick/picking it (berries)’ 
 
(4) a.   qaaqa’  b.  qa’qa’   ‘drink/drinking’ 
 
(5) a.   ts’uy’hwul’qun  b.  ts’ey’hwul’qun’ ‘dry/drying (wool)’ 


