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COLOR TERMS IN THE WORLD’S LANGUAGES

▪The eleven basic color categories

white

black 

 red

green 

 yellow

blue

brown

purple 

pink

 orange

grey

(Berlin & Kay 1969)



CATEGORIZATION OF COLOR TERMS

light warm white red yellow

warm red yellow

cool blue green

dark cool black blue green



COLOR TERMS: AROUND THE WORLD

(Berlin & Kay 1969)



CATEGORIZATION OF COLOR TERMS

Stage I Stage II Stage III Stage IV Stage V Stage VI Stage VII

Light warm → White White White White + Brown + Purple

OR Warm → Red Red Red + Pink

→ Yellow Yellow Yellow + Orange

OR AND

Dark Cool → Dark Cool → Black Black Black + Grey

→ Cool Cool → Green

→ Blue



CATEGORIZATION OF COLOR TERMS
Stage I Stage II Stage III Stage IV Stage V

White White

Red → Red

Yellow Yellow

Bk/G/Bu Green

Black/Blu White

W/R/Y White White White Red

→ Red/Y → Red/Y Red Yellow

Bk/G/Blu Bk/G/Blu Green/Blu → Yellow → Green

Black G/Blu Blue

Black Black

White White

Red Red

Y/G/Blu Y/G

Black → Blue

Black
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COLOR TERMS: A STUDY OF UPRIVER HALKOMELEM

▪ Color terms are adjectival verbs.

▪ Color terms can be inflected for stative (be red), inceptive (get/turn red).

▪ They can additionally be inflected for continuative aspect (being red, 
getting/turning red) and with diminutives (being a little red, getting/turning a 
little red)

(Galloway 2007: 395)



EXAMPLE: STATIVE AND INCEPTIVE

▪ Stative:

▪ Inceptive:

▪ Stative 
+ Inceptive:

        (Galloway 2007: 396-7)



EXAMPLE: CONTINUATIVE & DIMINUTIVE

▪ Continuative:

▪ Continuative

+ Diminutive:

      

       (Galloway 2007: 399, 401)
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COLOR IN HUL’Q’UMI’NUM’

Basic color terms:

p’uq’ – white, light-colored

tsq’ix – black, dark-colored

tskwim – red

tsqway – green/blue/yellow

? tth’atth’uhwum’ – purple

? tshwikw’ – grey

Derived color terms:

tumlhalus – brown (colored)

shkwitth’tsalus – blue jay colored

saxwulalus – grass colored

koulalus – gold colored

kwulalu’alus – orange colored

luluts’alus – yellow (colored)

kwimalus - pink
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-alus

▪saxwul-alus

▪grass-eye

▪Noun + lexical suffix

▪‘grass colored’



tsqway

Where’s the tsqway?



tsqway

Where’s the tsqway?

tsqway

his wings

what’s circling his eye

the two antennae

bullrushes

tsq’xalus tsqway 

the darker bulrush

p’q’alus tsqway

the ground

the markings on his wings



tsqway

Where’s the tsqway?

On the seal?

the plant

the ocean water

his mouth

On the thunderbird?

Everything except his mouth, tongue, the 

lightening (and maybe his talons).



tsqway



tsqway



p’q’alus tsqway



tsq’xalus tsqway



COLOR IN HUL’Q’UMI’NUM’

p’uq’       tsqway                  

    tskwim          _____  _____     

tsq’ix

                      tshwikw’ 



COLOR IN HUL’Q’UMI’NUM’

p’uq’       tsqway                

    tskwim          (tsmuth’)   _____     

tsq’ix

                      tshwikw’ 



COLOR IN HUL’Q’UMI’NUM’

p’uq’                       

    tskwim        →  tsqway    _____     

tsq’ix

                      tshwikw’ 



WHAT’S NEXT?

▪ Does Hul’q’umi’num’ modify color terms in the same manner found in Upriver 
Halkomelem?

▪ More data on tsqway to better discern its range of hues.

▪ How has the influence of English affected Hu’q’umi’num’ color categories?
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